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THE ISTETHERLANDS WITH ITS POLDERS

The third notable feature of Holland is
the polders. The term is derived from
"poel," a word meaning pool, and sig-
nifies either a morass or an actual lake
which has been reclaimed by draining.
The making of polders was naturally be-
gun after the dykes had been constructed;
the Hollander having made his territory
safe against the sea, proceeded to convert
the water-logged parts into cultivable land.
It was necessary to pump out the water
by mechanical means, and, having done
so, to transfer it to the nearest main canal
that could carry it to the coast. Windmills
supplied the power for pumping.

The windmill has always been a dis-
tinctive feature of the Dutch landscape,
and to-day they are still to be seen per-
forming useful duties in the agricultural
industries. They saw wood, help to make
paper and chop tobacco, but they are no
longer used for grinding corn or for the
making of polders.

In this drainage work, the first thing
that the old-time Dutch engineer had to
consider, before beginning to get the water
out, was the problem of preventing new
water from coining in and so spoiling his
labors or making them more difficult. So
he built a dyke around the selected polder.
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